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sion which had been making itself felt when the Disarmament Con-
ference adjourned at the end of June, and the French Government
were becoming seriously concerned over reports which were reaching
them to the effect that Germany had not waited for permission or for
the breakdown of the Disarmament Conference, but was already
rearming on a substantial scale. In these circumstances, it was not
likely that Monsieur Daladier would yield on the point that there
could be no reduction of French armaments until certain prior con-
ditions had been fulfilled, and in fact the considerable measure of
agreement which resulted from the Franco-British conversations
was achieved because Mr. Eden was able to indicate that some at least
of the conditions which the French Government deemed necessary1
would now be given more favourable consideration by the British
Government. This readiness to meet French views applied not only
to the nature of the system of supervision which was to be established
but also to the proposal that the system should be tested during a
preliminary period before the provisions of the Disarmament Con-
vention came into full effect. Having made these concessions,
Mr. Eden found that Monsieur Daladier was ready in his turn to
concede a point to which the British Government attached special
importance—that is, that there should be a substantial reduction
of armaments at the end of the probationary period if the system of
supervision proved satisfactory, and that the extent of the reduction
should be laid down in precise terms in the convention by which the
Permanent Disarmament Commission would be established. Monsieur
Daladier expressed himself satisfied with the result of the conversa-
tions, and declared that, as a result of British efforts to understand
the French point of view, the situation was decidedly better than it
had been in June. In one important respect the situation had certainly
improved. For some months Monsieur Daladier's Government had
been making a determined and successful attempt to establish better
relations between France and Italy; and during the early part of
September an exchange of views on disarmament had been going on
between Rome and Paris through diplomatic channels. As a result,
the French Government felt justified in the belief that they could
count on the support of Italy as well as on that of the United States
and Great Britain for their plan of putting a system of automatic
supervision into force for a test period.
1 Other questions which were said to have been raised and not to have met
with British and American approval were those of a possible preliminary
examination into the state of German armaments before the convention was
signed, and of the application of sanctions in case a flagrant breach of the
convention was proved.

